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Museum and exhibitions

Deutsches Historisches Museum

Unter den Linden 2 
10117 Berlin

 +49 30 20304 - 0 
 +49 30 20304 - 543 
 www.dhm.de/en

Opening hours

daily, 10am to 6pm 
Barrier-free access

up to ages of 18 -free, reduced 4 €

Guided tours

for schoolchildren 
1 € per child/pupil , entrance freei

for individual visitors 
4 € per person, plus entrance fee

for family tours 
2 € per person, plus entrance fee

for groups 
75 €, plus entrance fee 

History workshops & Film workshops

1 to 5 € per pupil, entrance freei

 
What follows is merely a selection from 
the multiple educational opportunities 
on offer at the Deutsches Historisches 
Museum. 

For further information on tours, work-
shops, and other opportunities,  
please contact:

Dr. David Meeres

 meeres@dhm.de 
 +49 30 20304-755 
 +49 30 20304-759 

www.dhm.de/bildung-vermittlung

The Deutsches Historisches Museum (German Historical 

Museum) is Germany’s national historical museum. It is a place 

where history is actively communicated and discussed. 

Located at the heart of historic Berlin, the former 17th Century 

Royal Arsenal (‘Zeughaus’) building is home to the Permanent 

Exhibition of the German Historical Museum. Here, more than 

7,000 historic objects bear unique witness to over 1,500 years 

of German and European history, from the Middle Ages to the 

Fall of the Berlin Wall. The museum’s Special Exhibitions can 

be seen in the Exhibition Hall designed by the Chinese-Ameri-

can architect I.M. Pei. They are devoted to formative historical 

events, epochs and social developments. 

A broad spectrum of additional information is conveyed th-

rough the exhibitions to specific groups by means of guided 

tours and history workshops. Scholars as well as history 

aficionados can also attend lectures, panel discussions and 

conferences at the museum. 

There are a multitude of English language educational oppor-

tunities provided by the museum, ranging from epoch tours 

through various sections of the permanent exhibition, the-

med tours, a history workshop, as well as tours of the various 

Special Exhibitions. They have been planned and developed 

for specific age ranges: for children (aged 5 and above) and 

schoolchildren (aged 12 and over), as well as for students and 

adults. 

The German Historical Museum also offers twice-weekly 

(MON, 12pm & SAT 11am) public Highlight Tours in English 

through the permanent exhibition.  These hour-long tours will 

introduce you to some of the most interesting, spectacular 

exhibits on display in the Permanent Exhibition.

There are also public guided tours in English through the 

Special Exhibitions, for example ‘Europe and the Sea’ (until 6 

January 2019) MON, 1pm. 
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Europe and the Sea 
until 6 January 2019

„Europe and the Sea“ reveals just how fundamentally the sea 

has shaped the development of Europe, exploring the roles 

it has played and continues to play. The exhibition covers the 

centuries from the Age of Antiquity to the present. It exami-

nes the sea’s significance as a facilitator of European expansi-

onism and trade, as a bridge and barrier, as a resource, and as a 

focus of yearning and imagination. In addition to the historical 

dimension, it casts a spotlight on many aspects that are of 

ever greater importance to us today. In view of the millions 

of refugees crossing to Europe, the role of the sea as a brid-

ge and barrier to the continent has acquired new relevance. 

Environmental concerns, climate-related issues, and the use 

or overuse of marine resources are also subjects of growing 

public debate.

(60 min guided tours in English,  MON 1pm) 

Weimar:  
Of the Essence and Worth of 
Democracy 
5 April 2019 until 22 September 2019

Today, it appears that the liberal and representative de-

mocratic state form is endangered. Authoritarian and an-

ti-pluralistic parties are becoming more influential not only 

in former Eastern bloc states, but also in countries with cen-

turies-long democratic traditions. It appears that in Germany 

too, trust in democracy as a state form is disappearing. 

In this exhibition, we locate the question “what is democracy?” 

within the history of the Weimar Republic. We are interested 

in how the Republic dealt with the issues of what democracy 

is, and what it could be; how essential moments in democracy 

are formed. Thus, a new perspective of the Weimar Republic’s 

history emerges from the standpoint of current debates about 

the definition of democracy. 
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THEMED TOURS

„Town air sets you free“: Everyday life, law, and the 
market in the Middle Ages town
History books state that “Stadtluft macht frei” (town air sets you free). But what exactly does 

this expression mean? An architectural model and remarkable 16th Century paintings known as 

the Augsburger Monatsbilder (Augsburg Calendar) provide key illustrations of life and politics 

in the Middle Ages town. Along with a thematic insight into how such a town was constructed, 

testimonies (such as certificates, seals and weapons), impressions of bustling markets, religious 

practices, and memorable examples of handicrafts allow additio-

nal insights into life in the Middle Ages. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

Knights, Castles and Tournaments
How did a knight live many hundreds of years ago? How heavy (and 

cumbersome!) was a suit of armour? In this themed tour, children are 

taken on a journey of discovery through the Middle Ages. They can also 

try on chain-mail, a knight’s helmet, and even hold a sword in their 

hands. 

Guided Tour

60 to 90 minutes

suitable for ages 5 +

From Zeppelin to ‘Wall-pecker’:  
Time-travel through the 20th Century 
What was it like to live in Germany at the time when parents, grandparents, or great-grandpa-

rents were children? This tour takes children time-travelling, beginning in the Weimar Republic 

and ending with the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. There’s a puzzle of the zones of occupation 

to solve, and a ‘West-Packet’ to unpack. There are original objects such as the (West German) 

VW-Beetle and (East German) Trabant, as well as many other objects allowing a glimpse into 

the everyday life of families through the 20th Century. 

Guided Tour

60 to 90 minutes

suitable for ages 8 +
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From Charlemagne to the Thirty Years‘ War 
(800–1648)
Beginning with Charlemagne, this tour examines the rule of the emperors of the Holy Roman 

Empire and the estate-based order of the Middle Ages. Original knight‘s armour and weapons, 

artefacts of communal self-government as well as sacred relics illustrate the different worlds 

of the medieval estates of the nobility, commoners and clergy. The printing press, the explora-

tion of ‘new’ continents, and a Reformation movement initiated by Martin Luther usher in a new 

era. Confessional and power-political conflicts lead to the devastating Thirty Years‘ War. The 

Peace of Westphalia weakens the power of the emperor and strengthens the position of the 

German princes and the influence of the European rulers on the Empire.

EPOCH TOURS

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

Europe and the Sea
„Europe and the Sea“ reveals just how fundamentally the sea has 

shaped the development of Europe, exploring the roles it has played 

and continues to play. The exhibition covers the centuries from the 

Age of Antiquity to the present. It examines the sea’s significance 

as a facilitator of European expansionism and trade, as a bridge and 

barrier, as a resource, and as a focus of yearning and imagination. 

In addition to the historical dimension, it casts a spotlight on many 

aspects that are of ever greater importance to us today. In view of 

the millions of refugees crossing to Europe, the role of the sea as 

a bridge and barrier to the continent has acquired new relevance. En-

vironmental concerns, climate-related issues, and the use or overu-

se of marine resources are also subjects of growing public debate.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

What leads to war, and how is peace made?
This tour offers a ‘cross-sectional cut’ through war and peace in German history from the 

Thirty Years War up to the World Wars of the 20th Century. What were the reasons for war 

breaking out? What kinds of warfare existed through the centuries? And how is peace estab-

lished afterwards? These important questions are drawn into sharper focus through authentic 

exhibition objects that clarify the historical background of conflicts and their settlement. The 

main focus is on a critical analysis of historical accounts, whilst also allowing for a discussion of 

contemporary / future perspectives on war and peace.

Guided Tour

60 to 90 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +
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From the Weimar Republic to the Nazi Regime 
(1918–1945)
Intense disputes regarding Germany‘s role in the First World War, the country’s defeat and the 

consequences of the Treaty of Versailles cast a shadow over Germany’s first parliamentary 

democracy: the Weimar Republic. The situation stabilises after the turbulent hyperinflation of 

1923. A plethora of objects bear witness to the liberalisation of society and the population’s ch-

anging leisure and consumption habits in the “Golden Twenties”. The world economic crisis and 

the political radicalisation of the German populace lead to the demise of the republic. In 1933, 

Adolf Hitler is named Chancellor. Propaganda materials and artefacts of the early persecution 

of social minorities cast light on the rise of a National Socialist dictatorship. With the invasion 

of Poland and the start of the Second World War, the National Socialist policies of persecution 

and destruction intensify. The tour concludes with US film material documenting the scale of 

the devastation of German cities in the immediate post-war period.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

From the French Revolution to the First World War 
(1789–1918)
This tour through the “long 19th century” be-

gins with the French Revolution and Napoleon‘s 

expansionary policy that came to an end at the 

Battle of Waterloo in 1815. Napoleon‘s hat and 

other preserved artefacts from these wars are 

testament to the Berlin Zeughaus‘ long histo-

ry of collection. The national movements in 

Germany and Europe quelled in the aftermath 

of the Vienna Congress re-emerge in revoluti-

onary revolts in 1848. This tour takes a look at 

the first democratic German constitution adop-

ted by the Frankfurt Assembly. However, Ger-

man unification only takes place under Prussian 

rule in 1871. Everyday articles give an impressi-

on of the renewed rise of social contrasts in the 

time of the German Empire. The tour concludes 

with an examination of colonial and naval policy 

and the advent of the First World War. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

From Absolutism to the Enlightenment (1648–1789)
Superb paintings and exquisite tableware demonstrate the wealth and power of absolutist 

rulers in Europe after the Thirty Years‘ War. Their recurring conflicts with the Ottoman Empi-

re are symbolised by an impressive 17th Century Turkish tent from the Siege of Vienna. In the 

following decades, Prussia rises to become a great power in Europe, manifested both through 

the building of the Berlin Zeughaus (Arsenal) and the further expansion of Berlin as a royal resi-

dence. Frederick the Great’s original uniform represents the centrepiece of a consideration of 

Prussian state expansion and the royal conception of a sovereign rule based on “Prussian virtu-

es”. The fundamental questioning of absolutist ideas by the champions of the enlightenment 

leads to epochal changes.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +
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WORKSHOPS

Weimar: between Democracy and Dictatorship? 
Intense disputes regarding Germany‘s role in the First World War, the country’s defeat and 

the consequences of the Treaty of Versailles cast a shadow over Germany’s first parliamen-

tary democracy. The situation stabilises after the turbulent hyperinflation of 1923. A plethora 

of objects bear witness to the liberalisation of society and the population’s changing leisure 

and consumption habits in the “Golden Twenties”. The world economic crisis and the political 

radicalisation of the German populace lead to the demise of the republic. In 1933, Adolf Hitler is 

named Chancellor. Propaganda materials and artefacts of the early persecution of social min-

orities cast light on the rise of a National Socialist dictatorship. The workshop allows pupils to 

better understand the history of this tumultuous period through analysing and contextualising 

historic objects with the help of education officers and specifically designed work sheets. 

Themes dealt with by the workshop groups: 

Revolutionary Germany 1918-19 / The Treaty of Versailles / Hyper-inflation and political extre-

mism / Technical transformation and everyday life / Elections and street battles / The establis-

hment of a National Socialist Dictatorship

Workshop 

ca. 4 hours

suitable for ages 14 +

from 2019

From a Divided Germany to Reunification (1945–1994)
After the end of the Second World War, the Allies determine the contours of the political re-

newal in Germany. Beyond the negotiations in pursuit of a common Germany policy, the first 

exhibit area documents the 

differing living conditions faced 

by the populations in the four 

occupation zones. The conflict 

between the Western powers 

and the Soviet Union comes into 

sharp relief through the intro-

duction of the D-Mark in 1948 

and the Berlin Airlift. Starting 

with a German Democratic 

Republic (GDR) border post, the 

tour examines the beginnings of 

the division of Germany. In sepa-

rate exhibit areas on the history 

of the GDR and the Federal Re-

public, the tour uses the Beetle 

and the Trabant as vehicles for a 

look at the different day-to-day 

realities of life in the West and 

the East. In 1961, the leadership 

of the GDR reacts to the rising 

tide of emigration and escapees 

by building the Berlin Wall, original sections of which are included in the exhibit. Original pla-

cards from 1989 demonstrations in Berlin show the Peaceful Revolution that signified the end 

of the GDR. The tour concludes with the German reunification.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +
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Das Team Bildung und Vermittlung im Sommer 2017

Fascination History 
English Language Educational Opportunities at the Permanent 
Exhibition and Special Exhibitions 2018-2019

Impressum

Deutsches Historisches Museum 

Unter den Linden 2 

10117 Berlin

+49 30 20304 - 0 

+49 30 20304 - 543 

www.dhm.de

Opening Hours

daily 10 am to 6 pm 

closed 24 December

Admission

free up to 18 years 

8 €, reduced 4 €

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR STUDENTS AND ADULTS

From Charlemagne to the Thirty Year’ War (800-1648)

From Absolutism to the Enlightenment (1648–1789)

From the French Revolution to the First World War (1789–1918)

From the Weimar Republic to the Nazi Regime (1918–1945)

From Divided Germany to Reunification (1945–1994)

Highlight Tours in English (60 min) (MON, 12pm & SAT 11am)

These tours will introduce you to some of the most interesting, spectacular exhibits on display 

in the German Historical Museum’s Permanent Exhibition

Tour 

Epoch-spanning Tours 

60 min


