
FASCINATION HISTORY
ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  
AT THE PERMANENT EXHIBITION AND  
SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS 2019

Deutsches Historisches Museum

Unter den Linden 2 
10117 Berlin

Visitor service

 +49 30 20304 - 750/751 
 +49 30 20304 - 759 
 fuehrung@dhm.de 
 www.dhm.de/en

Opening hours

daily, 10am to 6pm 
Barrier-free access 
free WiFi

Admission

up to ages of 18: free 
regular 8 € 
reduced 4 €

Guided tours

for schoolchildren 
1 € per child/pupil , admission free

for individual visitors 
4 € per person, plus admission

for family tours 
2 € per person, plus admission

for groups 
75 €, plus admission

History workshops 

4 to 5 € per pupil, admission free

What follows is merely a selection 
from the multiple educational op-
portunities on offer at the Deutsches 
Historisches Museum. 

Museum and exhibitions
The Deutsches Historisches Museum (German Historical Museum) is Germany’s 

national historical museum. It is a place where history is actively communicated 

and discussed. 

Located at the heart of historic Berlin, the former 17th Century Royal Arsenal 

(‘Zeughaus’) building is home to the permanent exhibition of the German His-

torical Museum. Here, more than 7,000 historic objects bear unique witness to 

over 1,500 years of German and European history, from the Middle Ages to the 

fall of the Berlin Wall. The museum’s special exhibitions can be seen in the Exhi-

bition Hall designed by the Chinese-American architect I.M. Pei. The exhibitions 

are devoted to formative historical events, epochs and social developments. 

A broad spectrum of additional information is provided by guided tours and his-

tory workshops. Scholars as well as history aficionados can also attend lectu-

res, panel discussions and conferences at the museum. 

There are a multitude of English-language educational opportunities provided 

by the museum, ranging from epoch tours through various sections of the per-

manent exhibition, themed tours, tours of the various special exhibitions, and 

a history workshop. They have been specifically designed for particular target 

audiences, for example for children (aged 5 and above) and schoolchildren (aged 

12 and over), as well as for students and adults. 

The exhibition texts with compre-

hensive historical information are also 

available in English. In addition, there 

are audio guides in English, both for 

adults and children. Young visitors from 

the age of 8 can also take an Explorer 

Bag with them through the permanent 

exhibition. 

The German Historical Museum also offers twice-weekly (MON 12pm & SAT 

11am) public Highlight Tours through the permanent exhibition in English.  The-

se 60-minute tours will introduce you to some of the most interesting, specta-

cular exhibits on display in the Permanent Exhibition.

There are also public guided tours in English through the special exhibitions, for 

example ‘Weimar: The Essence and Value of Democracy’, from 4 April until 22 

September 2019, FRI 2pm.

EN



2 Exihibitions

WEIMAR:  
THE ESSENCE 
AND VALUE OF 
DEMOCRACY
4 April 2019 until 22 September 2019

Before the backdrop of current debates about the crisis of 

liberal democracy the four chapters of the exhibition highlight 

the central challenges in politics and society faced by contem-

poraries of the Weimar Republic. The energy and modernity 

with which democrats addressed these problems are indeed 

impressive and visionary. Many of the freedoms and creative 

latitudes they fought for and defended are milestones and 

have lost none of their actuality: women’s suffrage establis-

hed in 1919, compromise as a fundamental principle of de-

mocracy, the implementation of the social state, the fight for 

an unbiased treatment of sexuality, the innovations in urban 

design and housing, and the new regulation of the relation 

between state and religion. The focus therefore lies not on 

the downfall of the Weimar Republic, but rather on how the 

citizens dealt with the controversial topic of what democracy 

is and should be, and how the decisive principles of democracy 

evolved. 

The title of the exhibition goes back to the book On the Es-

sence and Value of Democracy by the constitutional law 

scholar Hans Kelsen, who also drafted the post-war Austrian 

constitution. Among constitutional law teachers of the 1920s 

Kelsen was one of the few staunch defenders of the Wei-

mar democracy. For him freedom and equality were not only 

essential fundaments of a liberal democracy, but at the same 

time significant arguments for the theoretical justification of 

the democratic idea. If it is true that no person has an inherent 

right to rule over another person and if at the same time it is 

clear that we need rule in order to lead our life in freedom and 

security, then democracy constitutes the best form of gover-

nment, he concluded. 

The exhibition is based on these principles. In its narrative 

it takes up the perspectives of democrats, highlights their 

achievements, describes their problems and examines their 

biographies.

The exhibition architecture allows visitors to tangibly expe-

rience the democratic system of government and employs 

a framing system as its design principle. This spatial support 

structure integrates the more than 250 exhibition objects 

– posters, newspapers, photographs, films and sound recor-

dings as well as graphic prints and paintings, but also militaria, 

clothing and everyday objects – into a coherent system. By not 

using wall surfaces en bloc it creates an openness and illustra-

tes the fact that democracy is not a fixed system, but rather 

that it consists of controversies and compromises, movement 

and change.

(60 min guided tours in English,  FRI 2pm)

GERMAN HISTORY FROM THE 
MIDDLE AGES TO THE FALL OF 
THE BERLIN WALL

Permanent Exhibition

The permanent exhibition takes you chronologically through 

1,500 years of German and European history with around 

7,000 artefacts affording an insight into political, cultural and 

everyday history. The tour begins on the upper level in the 

Middle Ages and ends with the First World War. The ground 

floor covers the Weimar Republic, the National Socialist 

dictatorship, the Second World War, and the history of both 

German states from 1949 until unification in 1990. 

(60 min guided tours in English, MON, 12pm and SAT 11am)
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DEMOCRACY LAB
4 April to 4 August 2019

A special project of the Deutsches Historisches 
Museum within the focus on Democracy in 2019

Democracy thrives on variety. The Democracy Lab aims to 

raise awareness that this form of government thrives on par-

ticipation and engagement from all citizens and is shaped by 

an ongoing process of negotiation between different opinions 

and standpoints – and hence exists in a state of continuous 

development. 

The exhibition is structured around seven differently themed 

rooms, where visitors are invited to think critically about 

what it is that makes democracy work in Germany today, and 

how it can continue to succeed in the future. Which basic 

rights should be guaranteed? What makes voting integral to 

democracy? Who is able to exercise their democratic rights? 

What social conditions need to be met if people are to parti-

cipate in public life? What is the significance of the media and 

freedom of expression? What role is played by civil engage-

ment, and how are conflicts resolved? 

Using original objects from past and present, the „Democracy 

Lab“ sets out to explore these questions. Visitors are encoura-

ged to think about the link between, for example, an official 

replica of the football shirt worn by Mesut Özil (a third-gene-

ration Turkish-German) when playing for the German national 

team and the issue of citizenship. Or they might consider the 

connection between Klaus Staeck’s provocative „countersta-

tement“ poster and the way freedom of expression and hate 

speech can be explored as themes. The exhibition features 

talking points and participatory activities to encourage de-

bate. The idea is to provide a forum where both individuals 

and groups have the opportunity to voice their opinions and 

engage in discussion. A wide range of educational activities 

are available to school classes and groups, including an oppor-

tunity to talk about what happens when specific aspects of 

democracy are destabilized or overridden entirely.

(60 min guided tours in English,  FRI 3pm) 

THE CROSSBOW –  
TERROR AND BEAUTY

20 September 2019 to 8 March 2020

Despite all post-war losses the crossbow collection of the 

Deutsches Historisches Museum is still one of the most im-

portant in the world. The crossbows and their fittings in the 

exhibition are from the 15th to the 20th centuries. 

In the Middle Ages crossbows were used as weapons of war, 

and in later times also in the hunt. But they played their prin-

cipal role as shooting weapons in the cities and the princely 

courts. The professional crossbow makers produced weapons 

of great technical and decorative quality. In the Renaissance 

and Baroque periods crossbows were adorned with iconogra-

phic symbols. Shooting clubs, particularly in the cities of the 

Holy Roman Empire, took on an important social role, and their 

gatherings and festivals were part of urban self-representati-

on. The exhibition addresses the development of the crossbow 

and its societal functions largely by means of weapons from 

the collections of the Deutsches Historisches Museum.

WILHELM AND ALEXANDER 
VON HUMBOLDT

22 November 2019 to 19 April 2020

This first major German exhibition on Wilhelm and Alexander 

von Humboldt focuses on the brothers in the context of the 

complex challenges, developments and opportunities of their 

time. It explores social and political areas of negotiation and 

organisation and examines the relation between travel and 

knowledge and the changing perspective on humankind and 

the environment under the influence of science and historical 

consciousness. Questions of the actuality and evaluation of 

the Humboldt brothers’ positions and actions for the present 

day arise from the interplay of the multifaceted themes sur-

rounding their lives and undertakings.
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EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES

Explorer Bag
 The Explorer Bag is for English-speaking children from 8 years of age. With it, the children can 

go on a journey of discovery through the 17th and 18th centuries in the permanent exhibition. 

They can playfully learn about different kinds of objects such as paintings, armour and maps by 

carrying out various exercises and assignments, and can record their discoveries in the Explorer 

booklet. 

ages 8+, 90-120 min

€1 + €20 deposit,  

plus admission for adults. 

Available at the Information 

desk in the Zeughaus building

Audio guides for children
Available at the Information desk in the Zeughaus building.  

Audio guides for children are available in the permanent exhibition and in some special exhi-

bitions. Here is an overview of our current exhibition tours and the audio guides available for 

children.

Audio guide for kids I

Sleigh bells ring, geese cackle, pigs squeal and gold coins jangle – these clangs and squawks 

lead the young visitors to the medieval market in the city of Augsburg. On a tour through the 

upper floor of permanent exhibition, the children learn how knights, kings, peasants and citi-

zens lived and why, for example, a Turkish tent can be found in the museum. On their time tra-

vels up to the First World War, children can encounter exciting original objects and experience 

the diversity of the museum. They can touch and feel a chain-mail shirt and a cannonball. 

Audio guide for kids II

What consequences did the First World War have for Germany? Who was Adolf Hitler? Why 

were people living in two different German states? A 90-minute audio guide offers answers to 

these and other questions about German history in the 20th century. Museum expert Tom leads 

the young visitor Anna through the ground floor of the permanent exhibition and they talk 

about the impressive objects they discover together, such as a dress for dancing the Charles-

ton, a “people’s receiver” radio set, a model of Auschwitz-Birkenau, a VW Beetle and an East 

German Trabi. Accentuated by contemporary music and original sound clips, the tour lets kids 

both experience German history and the work of a historical museum.

3 €; family ticket: 6 €  

(max. 4 audio devices: two 

adults, two children)  

plus admission for adults.

ages 10+,  90 min

ages 8+, 60 min

THEMED TOURS

Knights, Castles and Tournaments
How did a knight live many hundreds of years ago? How heavy (and cumbersome!) was a suit of 

armour? In this themed tour, children are taken on a journey of discovery through the Middle 

Ages. They can also try on chain-mail, a knight’s helmet, and even hold a sword in their hands. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 5 +
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"Town air sets you free": Everyday life, law, and the 
market in the Middle Ages town
History books state that “Stadtluft macht 

frei” (town air sets you free). But what exactly 

does this expression mean? An architectural 

model and remarkable 16th Century pain-

tings known as the Augsburger Monatsbilder 

(Augsburg Calendar) provide key illustrations 

of life and politics in the Middle Ages town. 

Along with a thematic insight into how such a 

town was constructed, testimonies (such as 

certificates, seals and weapons), impressions 

of bustling markets, religious practices, and 

memorable examples of handicrafts allow 

additional insights into life in the Middle Ages. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

From Zeppelin to ‘Wall-pecker’:  
Time-travel through the 20th Century 
What was it like to live in Germany at the time when parents, grandparents, or great-grandpa-

rents were children? This tour takes children time-travelling, beginning in the Weimar Republic 

and ending with the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. There’s a puzzle of the zones of occupation 

to solve, and a ‘West-Packet’ to unpack. There are original objects such as the (West German) 

VW-Beetle and (East German) Trabant, as well as many other objects allowing a glimpse into 

the everyday life of families through the 20th Century. 

Guided Tour

90 minutes

suitable for ages 8 +

What leads to war, and how is peace made?
This tour offers a ‘cross-sectional cut’ through war and peace in German history from the Thir-

ty Years War up to the World Wars of the 20th Century. What were the reasons for war breaking 

out? What kinds of warfare existed through the centuries? And how is peace established after-

wards? These important questions are drawn into sharper focus through authentic exhibition 

objects that clarify the historical background of conflicts and their settlement. The main focus 

is on a critical analysis of historical accounts, whilst also allowing for a discussion of contem-

porary / future perspectives on war and peace.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

S1: Aspects of the Middle Ages (800-1517)
The Holy Roman Empire forms the background upon which to consider the relationship bet-

ween Empire and Europe, the importance of authority and religion, as well as everyday life in 

the Middle Ages. For example, armour and swords are used to explain the role of knights not 

only as warriors, but also as representatives of the nobility. In addition, objects as varied as of-

ficial town charters, executioner’s swords, various instruments used for trading and/ or leisure, 

and the spectacular 16th Century Augsburg Calendar paintings help schoolchildren explore and 

discuss politics, religion, and everyday life in the Middle Ages. 

EPOCH TOURS

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +
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S3: From the Peace of Westphalia to Enlightened Ab-
solutism (1648 – 1776)
Superb paintings and exquisite tableware demonstrate the wealth and power of absolutist 

rulers in Europe after the Thirty Years‘ War. Their recurring conflicts with the Ottoman Empi-

re are symbolised by an impressive 17th Century Turkish tent from the Siege of Vienna. In the 

following decades, Prussia rises to become a great power in Europe. The original uniform of 

Friedrich II (‘Frederick the Great’) of Prussia allows a consideration of Prussian state expansion 

and the royal conception of a sovereign rule based on “Prussian virtues”. The questioning of 

absolutist ideas by the champions of the enlightenment leads to epochal changes.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

S4: From the French Revolu-
tion to the Foundation of the 
German Empire (1789 – 1871)
This tour through the “long 19th century” begins with 

the French Revolution and Napoleon‘s expansionary 

policy that came to an end at the Battle of Waterloo 

in 1815. Napoleon‘s hat and other preserved artefacts 

from these wars are testament to the Berlin Zeughaus‘ 

long history of collection. The national movements in 

Germany and Europe quelled in the aftermath of the Con-

gress of Vienna re-emerge in the revolutionary upheaval 

of 1848. Schoolchildren will also be introduced to the first 

democratic German constitution adopted by the Frankfurt 

Assembly. The formation of the Kaiserreich (German Empire) 

was, however, brought about chiefly through Prussian military 

dominance. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

S5: From the Foundation of the German Empire to the 
End of the First World War (1871 – 1918)
Bismarck believed that “iron and blood” would decide the great issues of his time. This inclu-

ded the question of German unification, accomplished in the aftermath of a Prussian-led war 

against France in 1871. One of the most important issues for the new Empire’s domestic policy 

concerned how to deal with the labour movement. The inequality between the social classes 

was particularly marked in rapidly expanding industrial cities such as Berlin. Technological ad-

vances were progressing ever more rapidly around the turn of the century. Emperor Wilhelm II 

wanted to consolidate Germany’s role in world politics and set about expanding the naval fleet. 

The conflicts this caused with other European powers were a major contributing factor to the 

outbreak of World War I.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

S2: From the Reformation to the Thirty Year’s War 
(1517 – 1648)
The division of the Christian church, the printing press, and the discovery of new continents 

characterised the beginning of a new era. Through original objects such as a letter of indulgen-

ce, wood engravings and paintings, the ideas of reformers like Martin Luther as well as pow-

er-political changes during the Thirty Year’s War are brought into focus for schoolchildren. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +
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S6: From the Foundation of the Weimar Republic to 
the National Socialist Regime (1918-1933)
Revolutionary upheaval and civil-war like conditions followed in the wake of Germany’s de-

feat in the First World War. After the abdication of the Kaiser came the first parliamentary 

democracy in German history. This tour involves schoolchildren in an exploration of a period 

marked by economic and political turmoil, through original objects such as a first edition of 

the Treaty of Versailles and money from the hyper-inflation of 1923. It also explores a period of 

modernisation, tempo, and the emancipation women, particularly in reference to the burgeo-

ning Metropolis of Berlin. Uniforms of the paramilitary SA (belonging to the Nazi Party) and Red 

Front Fighter’s League (Communist Party of Germany) assist in a reflection of the breakdown of 

Weimar democracy. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

S8: From Divided Germany to German Unity 
(1945-1990) 
After the end of the Second World War, the Allies determined political renewal in Germany. 

Beyond the negotiations in pursuit of a common Germany policy, the first exhibit area docu-

ments the differing living conditions faced by people in the four occupation zones. The conflict 

between the Western powers and the Soviet Union comes into sharp focus through the intro-

duction of the D-Mark in 1948 and the Berlin Airlift. Starting with a German Democratic Repub-

lic (GDR) border post, the tour examines the beginnings of the division of Germany. In separate 

exhibit areas on the history of the GDR and the Federal Republic, the tour uses the VW Beetle 

and the Trabant as vehicles to look at the different day-to-day realities of life in the West and 

East. In 1961, the leadership of the GDR reacts to the rising numbers of those fleeing by building 

the Berlin Wall, original sections of which are included in the exhibit. Original placards from 

1989 demonstrations in Berlin shed light upon the Peaceful Revolution that signified the end of 

the GDR. The tour concludes with German unity in 1990.

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +

S7: From Hitler’s Takeover of Power to National Soci-
alist Genocide (1933-1945)
In 1933, Adolf Hitler is named Chancellor. Propaganda materials and artefacts of the persecu-

tion of social minorities cast light on the development of a National Socialist dictatorship. A 

scale model of the ‘Hall of the People’, designed to be the centrepiece of Hitler’s ‘Germania’, 

allows an insight into the megalomania of the National Socialist Regime.  Schoolchildren can 

also examine a doll’s house that includes numerous examples of Nazi propaganda, one example 

of how children were to be shaped into becoming National Socialists. With the 1939 invasion of 

Poland and the start of the Second World War, the National Socialist policies of persecution and 

destruction intensify. The tour concludes with a model of the Auschwitz-Birkenau crematoria, 

and US film material documenting the 1945 liberation of concentration camps in Germany. 

Guided Tour

60 minutes

suitable for ages 12 +
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HISTORY WORKSHOP 

Weimar: between Democracy and Dictatorship? 
Intense disputes regarding Germany‘s role in the First World War, the country’s defeat and the 

consequences of the Treaty of Versailles cast a shadow over Germany’s first parliamentary 

democracy. The situation stabilises after the turbulent hyperinflation of 1923. A plethora of 

objects bear witness to the liberalisation of society and the population’s changing leisure and 

consumption habits in the “Golden Twenties”. The world economic crisis and the political ra-

dicalisation of the German populace lead to the demise of the republic. In 1933, Adolf Hitler is 

named Chancellor. Propaganda materials and artefacts of the early persecution of social min-

orities cast light on the rise of a National Socialist dictatorship. The workshop allows pupils to 

better understand the history of this tumultuous period through analysing and contextualising 

historic objects with the help of education officers and specifically designed work sheets. 

Themes dealt with by the workshop groups: 

Revolutionary Germany 1918-19 / The Treaty of Versailles / Hyper-inflation and political extre-

mism / Technical transformation and everyday life / Elections and street battles / The establis-

hment of a National Socialist Dictatorship

Workshop 

240 minutes

suitable for ages 14 +

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR STUDENTS AND ADULTS

Program for international students
Beginning with the foundation of the German Empire in 1871, this program covers four epochs 

of modern German history: the Kaiserreich, the Weimar Republic, the National Socialist Dic-

tatorship, and Divided Germany. Through a group-based analysis of original historical objects, 

this discourse-based program allows an insight into the political system of the German Empire, 

the difficult beginnings of the Weimar Republic, the National Socialist ideology, and differences 

in everyday life in Divided Germany. After the overview tour, students will have the opportuni-

ty to choose two of the following topics for more detailed, thematic observation :

1. The Working Class in the 19th Century 

2. Migration in the 20th Century 

3. Resistance and Protest in the 20th Century 

4. Images of Women in the 20th Century 

5. Dealing with National Socialism in East and West Germany 

6. German Division and German Unity 

suitable for ages 18+

 180 minutes

Highlight Tours in English
These tours will introduce you to some of the most interesting, spectacular exhibits on display 

in the German Historical Museum’s Permanent Exhibition

Guided Tour

60 minutes

MON 12pm  

 SAT 11am


